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Desert Skies, A Very Special Church

Because of the outstanding support given by the entire
church we had our BEST YEAR EVER!!
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&

Even though we had a record amount of merchandise, setup
seemed easier than recent years, thanks to the hard work of
all of the volunteers. Max & Emmitt want it to be known
that this record could not have happened with out the full support of the church
and staff.

Now, how was the money distributed after meetings with the
pastor, committee heads and receipt of written requests? Here is the distribution
list:

Missions: $15,000

Church Promissory Notes: $9,000

UMW: $6,500

UMM: $6,500

UMYF: $3,000

Church Endowment Fund: $5,000

Snak Pack Program: $10,000

Church Choir (Music): $5,000

Children’s School Supplies: $1,465

Pastors Discretionary Fund: $11,800

Shriners Children’s Hospital Fund: $10,000

Fountain Youth Ministries: $5,800

Tornado Victims: $1,000

Rotary Club (Habitat, Dictionaries, Africa Water Wells): $10,000

Flea Market Operating Expenses (advertising, supplies, food, security, repairs, septic
pumping, dumpsters, porta poties, etc..) $10,364

Flea Market addition & equipment (patio cover, electrical upgrades, tables,
etc..): $5,089

Total: $115,518

We know that all the volunteers are proud to be a part of an event that happened
at a very special church.
Thank you —Thank you,
Max & Emmitt

We are on the web:

www.desertskiesumc.org

(See the newsletter on
the web)

“Dinner for 8”

| “Dinner for 8” - I know you are all busy with Holiday preparations, but
wanted to let you know that these wonderful occasions will continue from
February—May. This can be # 1 on your New year’s resolution to do for

2012. Thought it might be fun, as an option to do ‘ethnic’-Italian, German, French, or what-
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Fred Killion & Sandy Kleen
Richard & Patricia Carlson
Curt & Kate Brunner

Bill & Mearl Frame

Ernest & Joyce Kish

20 Ted & Karen Gardner

24 Ed & Jane Hamby
30 Ken & Chris Weber
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¢ Little Things-Big Results
Iéoaﬁeeéngﬁ Ronald McDonald House is
supported mostly through
private donations. Since our UMW
has chosen to focus on them during
this year, saving pop-tabs for them is
one more “little thing” we can do that
will be a big help to them. The pop-
tabs can be placed in the same col-
lection bins as the UPCs and BOX-
TOPS!!

The pop-tabs are recycled for
cash to help support their facility.

Alternative Gifts-2011
December 15, 2011: With
another 12days until Christ-
mas, this may not be the final total.

Through your generosity the
Alternative Gifts program has raised
$2,300 so far to be sent out to the four
designated charities.

THANK YOU!!!

§ Ammain Nt

4 WORD FROM DAK <_

A new year brings with it new opportunities. This month I will be highlighting
adult education opportunities for you at Desert Skies. Did you know that we
offer Adult Sunday School every week? Each Sunday at 8:30 am the LaPortes
teach a lively discussion based class that is open to everyone.

In addition there are two new opportunities for adults during the week. Begin-
ning on January 10th I will be leading a class using John Wesley’s “A Plain
Account of Christian Perfection.” This is a short (about sixty pages) but dense
book that Wesley finalized in 1777. The purpose was to help the reader to gain
the mind of Christ. The group will meet through February 28" for 90 minutes.
It is free and open to anyone who is interested.

Another great opportunity beginning in January is Financial Peace University.
Financial Peace is a program developed by popular radio and t.v. host Dave
Ramsey. This video based curriculum will be facilitated by Larry Callen, a re-
tired banker and member of Desert Skies. Financial Peace will be taught on
Wednesday nights. This course is designed to help participants learn healthy
financial habits. There is a cost of $100 per family. While this may seem kind of
high there are two things to think about. First, the course promises that if one
applies the principals to that are taught the $100 will be recouped in a few
weeks. The second thing is that there is a psychological component in that if
one invests in the program one is more likely to attend and take the lessons seri-
ously.

All of these education opportunities are a chance for you to work on your Spiri-
tual life, to grow closer to God and make new friends at Desert Skies. There is
no better time than a new year to take advantage of such a great opportunity.
Sign up’s for my Tuesday class and Financial Peace University are available in
the office.

See You in Church,

Dan




Page 3

A9 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Join us for our first general meeting of 2012 - Saturday, January 28" at 9:15 am. Our guest speaker will be Rol-
lie Loomis, Associate Pastor at St. Francis in the Foothills UMC. He will talk about the ministry of St. Francis with the Lost Boys of
Sudan, including the mission project to build a school in Southern Sudan. It will be particularly interesting in light of Southern Su-
dan’s recent emergence as an independent nation, separate from Northern Sudan. This is a meeting you won’t want to miss! All
women of the church are welcome. Come for breakfast, fellowship and a chance to learn first hand what is happening in Sudan and
also here in Tucson with the immigrants from Sudan who are part of our community.

We had a very successful Cookie Walk in December, and we are grateful to all who helped by baking and/or buy-
ing Christmas goodies. We had a 100% sell out and raised $591 for missions. A check for $600 even was presented to our 2011
charity — The Ronald McDonald House. Thanks everyone!

Circles in November

Helping Hands — January 10", 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall

Southeast Circle — January 9™, 6:30 at the home of Karen Voodre.

Zippy 49ers — January 18", 9:30 am. Call Glenda Burdick or Linda Wheeler for location. IH ANI{S
M&M — January 19", 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall FOR YOUR HEL.PI
Walk to Emmaus 2012

¢ Do you believe that being a Christian also involves responsibilities?

*  Would you enjoy a position of responsibility in our church? Do you feel God is leading you to have such a position
but you just don’t know what it is?

* Do you wish to strengthen your spiritual life?

*  Are you at least 23 years of age?

* Do you attend church regularly?

*  This may be the right time to attend a Walk to Emmaus Weekend.

The Walk to Emmaus is now accepting applications for 2012
Please prayerfully consider attending a Walk

(The next Men’s and Women’s Walks will be held at the
Sierra Vista United Methodist Church in March of 2012)

You will need to have a sponsor, someone who has already attended the Walk to Emmaus. We have several members from our
church family. Please contact Martha Spore (290-0223) for a possible sponsor, and pick up an application from the Emmaus/Kairos
board out in front of the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings.
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Adult Sunday School P ! T R R !
8:30 am
Adult Sunday School
Room # 5 Happy New Year Desert Skies!
While the New Year is not officially a Christian holiday, it is certainly a holiday that we as a
people of faith can understand. As Disciples of Christ we are continually called to die to our old
ways of being and to be reborn in new and powerful ways to life in Christ. I find that the New
Year is a wonderful opportunity to take inventory of who we are, who we are called to be, and
Sunday School Schedule: how we might move further along our path from one to the other.
This year I can’t help but think about how much of my life is spent thinking about money. As a
8:30 am man of God I feel forever torn between two seemingly opposing notions. On the one hand I find
—_— Jesus’ reminder to me not to worry about money, to be more generous with the gifts God has
Nursery room # 4 given me and to put my faith in God, not money, to provide what I need and to see me through
difficult times. On the other I recognize my earthly responsibilities to pay my debts, care for my
One Room School House needs and the needs of my family, and to prepare for unexpected financial difficulties. I don’t
think there is an easy answer to these questions, but I do feel it is my responsibility as a Disciple
room # 2 of Christ to continue to wrestle with this issue in authentic ways.
My wife and I have decided to continue to wrestle with our fiscal responsibilities to God and to
10:00 am others by participating in Financial Peace University, a program that will be offered here at De-
_— sert Skies beginning in January. It is $100 to sign up for the class and, while that is a lot of
Nursery room # 4 money for us, we have decided that we owe it to ourselves and to our journey of discipleship as
partners to do some of this work in community and to seek out the wisdom of folk who have
Pre-School room # 3 been at this much longer than we have. Our hope and prayer is that through this class we will
learn how to get control of our money so that our money does not control us, so that we do not
Grades K-6 room#6 & 7 live in fear or regret, and so that we might be freed to focus more of our time and energy on the
things God has called us to.
Jr. High room # 5
Hiah School # 1 & 2 If you feel bound by your financial situation, if you feel out of control or always a bit behind, or
'gh Schoo if you’re just looking for opportunities to grow deeper in your discipleship and financial faithful-
ness to God, I hope you will consider joining us for this class. I think we will find that, as we
journey together, we have much to learn from one another, and much to learn from Jesus Christ,
about how to have life, and life abundantly!
Yours in the name of our master/servant the Christ,
1 4 | |4 2
Rev. Brian the ﬁt‘fx
Year Right

PASSAGE MEDITATION

&)
N f One-hour Presentation of Passage Meditation, based on the method of meditation developed by Eknath Easwaran Blue Mountain
der..|Center of Meditation. (Wwww.easwaran.org).

This method of meditation uses inspirational passages from the world’s great wisdom traditions. Passage meditation can help you to
deepen concentration, develop richer relationships, live more fully in the present, and discover your unique contribution to life.

This one-hour introduction to the practice pf passage meditation will provide *instructions for passage meditation, *10-minute dem-
onstration of the method, *sample short passages to use, *further resources for learning this method of meditation.

Date: Monday, January 9, 2012 Location: St. Francis in the Foothills United Methodist Church-4625 E. River Rd. Room 30/31
Time: 7:00 pm-8:00 pm; Check in-6:45 pm Pre Registration: NO charge, but necessary to RSVP to Jess or Jim-370-3499 jebyron@yahoo.com




MiISSIONS MOMENT

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Our Covenant Missionaries, Terry & Muriel Henderson, send this
Christmas message:

“Dearest Friends,
The year 2011, has been quite a gift! Even with
a difficult world economy affecting funding of the “Give Ye Them
To Eat” outreach program, we have been richly blessed. We have
learned to trust God more, to be more generous, and to love more
deeply. You, also, are a gift!

The ministry of serving with disadvantaged
villagers in south-central Mexico is possible because of individuals,
families and congregations who support the GYTTE program with
their prayers and financial gifts. Thank you for your Christian con-
cern, love and generosity.

Rural people with whom we serve have been a
gift to their neighbors! Youth and adults attending various training
events at the “Tree of Life”” Center, embraced knowledge and skills
they learned, as well as the awareness of God’s love for them, and
have gone on to share this with their family, neighbors and commu-
nity. And Christ is the greatest gift of all; a gift for the whole world
for all time!

With special thanks to God for you this Christmas,
the Hendersons”.
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o, UNITED METHODIST
MEN

17 December Meeting

The DSUM Men had their monthly meeting at the Fellowship
Hall where after a tasty breakfast prepared by Bob Wood,
Gordon Briggs and Jerry Myers the men had a short business
meeting.

We reviewed several requests for donations and decided be-
cause it was the holiday season, when local charities had a high
demand for goods, we would send $300 each to the Commu-
nity Food Bank and the Salvation Army. We also agreed to
send $1000.00 to Therapeutic Riding of Tucson (TROT) to
adopt Sparky the horse for a year.

After elections that elected Dave Chittenden as President and
Gordon Briggs as Treasurer, Clyde van Arsdale introduced our
speaker for the morning, Ms Susan Curtis Drop-out Prevention
Specialist from Catalina High School and head of their Well-
ness Center. The Wellness Center has a clothing Bank and a
Food Bank that support many children that attend school at
Catalina High School, including 200 refugees and kids from
Homeless Shelters and Foster Care who would otherwise not
be attending High School.

They get the refugee children from the Interfaith Rescue Com-
mittee, The Catholic Social Services and the Lutheran Social
Services who get refugees from various Refugee Camps
throughout the world and bring them to America for a better
life. They also have Native American Children who for various
reasons are not supported on the reservations yet have children
who need to go to school and whose families need the support
of the Clothing and Food Banks.

The Wellness Center also has an English Language Learning
Center to help the students learn English for school. At the end
of the presentation we gave her $200.00 to help with the sup-
port banks and set up a liaison with Clyde Van Arsdale to pro-
vide clothing and whatever else was needed to support her
students. The meeting was adjourned with the joint recitation of
the Lord’s Prayer.

The next meeting will be on 21 January 2012, with a golf Tour-
nament to follow at 12:00, Location to be announced.

Jerry Myers
President, DSUMC Men




Page 6

UNITED
METHODIST

January 2012
Youth Events

YOUTH
FELLOWSHIP

January 1st-  Movie Night-both groups-6:30 pm-8:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall.

See Rev. Brain for January schedulelll

Church § Soclety

HEALTH CARE FOCUS:
HOW SCRIPTURE, TRADITION REASON,& EXPERIENCE INFORM US

From the very beginning of creation, Health and Wholeness is the ultimate design of God for humanity. Though life often thwarts that design,
the health we have is a good gift of God.

Many of the accounts of Jesus' ministry document how Jesus saw restoration to health as a sign of the Kingdom of Heaven becoming present
amongst us. The biblical narrative is filled with stories of God's healing presence in the world. This includes spiritual, psychological, emotional,
social, as well as physical healing. Christ's healing ministry to all persons, even to the marginalized, put into practice this desire of God and
expanded God's promises to the entire world.

John Wesley not only preached spiritual health, he worked to restore physical health among the impoverished people who heard his call. He
wrote Primitive Physick, a primer on health and medicine for those too poor to pay for a doctor. He encouraged Methodists to support the
healthcare needs of the poor.

The United Methodist Church's General Conference has passed a number of health-related resolutions elaborating on the importance of health
care for all, and some of the significant issues that keep us from realizing this principle. Health care in the U.S. is beset by three problems -
cost, access, and quality. Because of deficiencies in the current system, Americans as a whole receive poorer health care than other industrial
countries that spend only half as much. The most visible problem is the 46 million Americans who have no health insurance.

DSUMC, with three other local congregations, is planning a health care justice event in early February at Tanque Verde Lutheran Church.
Focus will be the current affordable health care act, in promoting better understanding of its impact on the insured, underinsured and unin-
sured. Watch bulletin for details! Scripture references: Ezekiel 34:4, Luke 10:25-35 and 3 John 1:2.

NOTHING COULD BE SWEETER THAN TO BE A WORSHIP GREETER!!!

Give the gift of your smile and your welcome during 2012 by serving as a worship greeter. We will be arranging the

February 5th, 2012-January 30th, 2013 schedule soon, so if you have been a greeter we hope you will continue. If

you have not been a greeter we encourage you to join us. Look for us outside the church on Sundays in January
to select your Sunday of choice or contact us at # 777-5824. Thank you!!

Wanda Chittenden
for the Worship Committee




Interested in joining

Desert Skies UMC?

Contact Rev. Dan at
749-0521
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JANUARY
DEVOTIONS

Romans 8:14-17
Psalm 56:1-4, 9-13
John 3:1-17
Galatians 5:22-26
Numbers 11:1-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Matthew 5:14-16

II Chronicles 30:18-27
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Job 23:8-12

I Kings 3:5-12
Deuteronomy 15:1-11
Psalm 5:1-3

Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 23:1-6
Matthew 10:38-48
James 1:12-18

I Corinthians 13:1-13
II Corinthians 3:7-18
Habakkuk 3:17-19
Luke 17:7-10
Matthew 6:25-34
James 1:18-25
Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Jeremiah 29:10-14

II Corinthians 4:8-14
Lamentations 3:21-26
Hebrews 11:8-16
Ephesians 4:25-32

I Corinthians 2:1-5
Psalm 1:1-6

Jenyeiry
BIRGHDAYS

Lowell Fathera, Nancy Stiles

Mike Estelle, Sue Patrick

Dora Von Limbach, Pam VonDrak
Ken Winkelmann, Mary Terpening
Paula Hokanson

John Truesdale
Ralph Anderson

Dick Greiser
Betty Denny, Jonah Burnett

Don Bacon

10 Joyce Kish
12 Dr. Rev. Roy Ludlow, Linda Morton
13 Bill Farrington

Rev. Dan Hurlbert, Clarence Wilcox
Beverly Bly, Wayne Peate

18 Bob Sisley

Julie Jenkins, George Simpson
Will Burke IV, Caitlin Ingram
Ted Gardner
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24 Karen Gustafson, Edna Underwood

25 Deborah Christine, Jean Lafferty
27 Paul Bohardt, Warren McKee

28 Karen Davis

29 Elaine Agte, Ron Eisenhuth

31 Linda Dorsey

Don’t forget to bring your canned goods and other non per-
ishable foods for the Community Food Bank the first Sunday
of each month. The box is located in the entryway at the

Fellowship Hall.

REQUESTS

)

PRAYER

FOR

quests.

If you have a prayer request, you may contact Ginger Crowder 298-
8116 or e-mail Pat Walker at_msnodle@aol.com If you are unable to
reach Pat, you may call the church office at 749-0521.

If you would like to submit a prayer request in writing, please use one
of the Prayer Cards in the pew racks and then give it to an usher or
to Reverend Dan as you are leaving. These requests are kept confi-
dential and receive the same prayerful attention given verbal re-
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VIVACE

BY SUSAN SCHILD

Happy 2012! It’s always exciting to think about all the events at the church, activities for fellowship and
opportunities for worship which are ahead of us as we begin a new year. How will we grow in faith - to-
gether and individually this year? There are so many ways to participate in the life of the church - sometimes just the multitude of
“things” to do can seem daunting.

We know that part of the Wesleyan tradition is to engage in spiritual practices - attendance in worship, an
active prayer life, study of Scripture, and to be called “those Methodist ‘do-gooders’!” So - let’s get going - stay involved in something

you are already participating in - and find something new which excites and inspires you.

We have some special musical activities coming up during January, February and March. In January we will
welcome back to our Sanctuary Elena Todd for a vocal recital, and in March we will have the opportunity to hear again the Old Pueblo
Brass Band. Members of our congregation play in this group. On February 19 we will celebrate our Western Heritage in Tucson with
Western Sunday. Many of you look forward to this Sunday each year, but get ready - this is going to be BIG!!! We will have as our
guests on Feb. 19th the Liberty Voices. This a cappella vocal group tours the United States, and they are part of the Disney World enter-
tainment. They will be our guests in worship on Sunday Morning Feb. 19, and they will sing again in our Sanctuary following lunch.

This will be a great time to invite folks to visit Desert Skies. Make plans now to be with us for worship, lunch and special music at 1PM
in our Sanctuary.

I want to thank all of you who participated in our Holiday Dinner Concerts - guests, musicians, kitchen
crew and servers. It takes many hands and voices to put these events together. As you may know, our mission recipient for 2011 was
UMCOR - the United Methodist Committee on Relief. Through your generous gifts, we were able to send $6500 to UMCOR.

It is truly extraordinary to be a part of the Desert Skies family. I thank you for the opportunity to lead the
music ministry, and I am looking forward to being in worship and fellowship with you in 2012.

EA NEW
£ YEAR : INEVV

OPEN BRIDGE

STEPHEN MINISTRY Join us on January 6, 2012

Fellowship Hall—DSUMC

Brldge-FeIIowshlp

Desert Skies is a
6:30 p.m.— Hospitality time

Snacks welcome—Singles or Partners

Open Seating—Just come for an evening of fun!

Stephens Ministry

Congregation

Stephen Ministry is Christ

Caring for people through Questions—Marian Polglase @ 722-9195

people
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January 2012
Desert Skies UMC

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Al e .
Happy New Year!! | OFFICE CLOSED!! Biblical Counseling 9:00 Walk To
Communion 4:00 Loss Support Emmaus
7:00 Men’s Prayer 1:00 P
. qultS.S Group :00 Prayer Group
8:30 Adult S.S. ) 8:00 Flea Market
Traditional Service Fun
10:00 Traditional/ . . 6:30 Disciple I
Contemporary Service 7:00 Adult Choir
Praise Practice 6:30 Bridge
6:00 UMYF Movie .
Night 5:30 Emmaus
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
7:00 Men’s Prayer 9:00 Helping Hands Biblical Counseling
8:30 Adult S.S.
8:00 Flea Market .
Traditional Service F ca Varke 4:00 Loss Support Group X
un 7:45 Casa Maria
10:00 Traditional/ 4:15 Children’s Choir Soup Kitchen
Contemporary Service 1:00 Prayer Grou
6:00 Missions Meeting Y P
5:30 Emmaus 6:30 Financial Peace
6:00 UMYF 6:30 Disciple I
7:00 SPRC 7:00 Adult Choir &
7:00 Stephen Ministry Adult Bells Praise Practice
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:30 Adult S.S. OFFICE CLOSED!! | 7:00 am Quilt Show 7:00 am Quilt Show Biblical Counseling 8:00 UMM Breakfast
Traditional Service
g . i 4:00 Loss S rt G
10:00 Traditional/ e e 55 1:15 Membership Care T o UPPOT BTOMP 111:00 Prayer Group
Contemporary Service 7:00 Men’s Prayer 4:15 Children’s Choir
Quilt Show 6:30 Church & Society 6:30 Financial Peace
11:15 Education 8:00 Flea Market Fun 6:45 Committees
Meeting 5:30 Emmaus 7:30 Church Council 7:00 Adult Choir 6:30 Disciple I
Praise Practice
6:00 UMYF 7:00 Trustees
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:30 Adult S.S. 7:00 Men’s Prayer Biblical Counse]ing 9:15 UMW General
Traditional Service | g.00 Flea Market 4:00 Loss Support Group Meeting
Fun . . s .
10:00 Traditional/ 415 Children’s Choir | 100 Prayer Group
Contemporary Service
6:30 Financial Peace
7:00 Adult Choir 6:30 Disciple 1
5:30 Emmaus Praise Practice
6:00 UMYF 7:00 Adult Bells
29 30 31
8:30 Adult S.S. 7:00 Men’s Prayer
Traditional Service | g.() Flea Market
Fun
10:00 Traditional/
Contemporary Service
6:00 UMYF 5:30 Emmaus 7:00 Adult Bells




Desert Skies United

Methodist Church

Non-Profit
3255 N. Houghton Road
Tucson, Arizona 85749-9561 U.S. Postage Pd.
Phone: 520-749-0521 Tucson, Arizona
Fax  520-749-8806 Permit #3128
Email: office@desertskiesumc.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We're on the Web!

www.desertskiesumc.org

At Desert Skies -
Christ's Spirit Lives

Reverend & Staff E-Mail

Desert Skies Mission Statement
Rev. Dan Hurlbert

Desert Skies is a growth church—it is a church committed to growth in spirit, mission outreach,
revdan@desertskiesumc.org

membership nurturing and enabling active compassion. Attendance, activities, involvement, inno-

Rev. Brian Schiemmer vative worship, ontreach programming all characterize Desert Skies identity.

briantwschlemmer@gmail.com At Desert Skies—Christ’s Spirit ives—is more than a motto—it is an expression of a viable
working faith! You are invited to join hands in the journey of faith at Desert S kies.
Susan Schild
music@desertskiesumc.org

Sunday Morning Schedule

Tammy Concienne
office@desertskiesumc.org

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
Newsletter—Tammy Concienne Traditional Worship
office@desertskiesumc.org Sunday School (Pre-School—5th) Contemporary Service - “Come As You
Nursery Care Provided Starting at 8:15 Are” IN FELLOWSHIP HALL
Larry Dunlap Adult Sunday School-Room # 5 Nursery Care is provided to children age
finance@desertskiesumc.org 10:00 a.m. 5 and under.

Traditional worship
Sunday School (Preschool-12th)
Nursery Care Provided

Announcements are five minutes before

treasurers@desertskiesumc.org each service.

Cry room in back of Sanctuary

Announcements are five minutes before
each service.
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